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’l‘wo Roads
To

Continuity

When John Kennedy was ﬁarrowly
_elected President in 1960, tha first

e

“Catholic’and one of the youngest men .

..ever to serve in. the oftice, yirtually
< ‘his first official act was the reappoint-
ment of J. Edgar Hoover as director.: ,1
“of the F.B.L and ‘of Allen Dulles as,
,cirector of the C.LA. .
Mr. Kennedy's motives were clear.
_As in his'later appointments of Repub-
: Jicans to the Yreasury and Defense
Departments he wanted to.reassure
the nation that he was not a radical
Wcl a novice, but a leader who would
put sound, responsible men-—as they
; were mdely seen jn 1960—in sensitive
;’posmons. zven so, and despxt° later
. revelations: about Mr., Hoover's and |

xr-
il

Dulles’s leadership, their reap-’
po ntments served the second purpose
“of keeping their important othces out
ot partisan politics, .. "< A

~ Sixteen years later, another narrow-
]y elected "outs;der," as -President-
—elect, obviously. feels the same need to.
reasaure the nation. Just as important,
“the principle needs to be re-established
- Ithat the cxrectorslups of the F.B.I. and
the C.L.A. are not political plums to be ]
* handed out every ‘timg -a - different -
Y party takes power in Washington.
... In the case of the C.LA. not only
~ ¥have there been three directors in the:
; last four years,-but the current direc--
to-, Georee Bush isa former chamnan

IN THE NATION ..

e

of ﬂ"e Repubhcan Nauonal Commxttee
As Ambassador to the- United Nations
and the American representative. in |
;Pe:{mg, however, Mr. bush had. useful
.expenence for the C.L.A, post’ and by
“all reports-has perrormed capably in
“it. President-elect Carter spoke-wel] of.
-him after Mr. Bush had brieted hxm on |
. "the world situation.
“/ NMr. Bush has’ announced that he
/p’ans to leave the C.LA. on Jan. 20,
*which gives Mr, Carter ample freedom
. ~of aa,‘uon Whether he would consider
reappomtmg Mr, Busn'is not known,
“but there are séveral reasons why he
kmzoht‘ 1t would re-establish the prin-
"ciple that the job does not necessarily’
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. would not necessarily be good for an
% agency shaken hard by recent disclo- |
“sures” of its abuses. and xneptxtudes
“And a year or two from now, whxle{
-Mr. Bush could leave with the prin-
ciple of continuity intact, Mr. Carter’
-~would have had tnat much moré time
rta. consxder the kind of man he should
-put’into the C.LA. directorship, pre-
sumably to serve into the Admm;stta~

tlon that would follow his. -

Should such a long-term” appomtee
be an intelligence professxonal a
Lnowledaeable omsxder a,trusted as-
“sociate of the President? ‘Or, if " Mr.

;Carter’s Government reorganization
.plans. should drastically ‘change the
_shape and nature of the C.LA., might
»some altogether different need be relt
.in a year or so? Extending Mr. Bush's
/fenure-for.a while would provide time
Jfor these and other questions to pe
pursued and his own expertise m;ght.
_be helpfu} in-answering them. . .~ -
>..0n the other hand, reassuring the
_,nation requires Mr. Carter to.replace’
_Clarence Kelley as. director of the:
F.B.L With all due respect to Mr. .
: Kelley, who brought some good quali- |
“ties to the job, he has been tarnished~”
‘by allegations of minor persoral im-
"proprieties, and even more so by the
‘disclosure that some illicit bureau ac-:
“tivities continued without his knowl-"
“edge and despite his public assurances
that aa end had been put to such out- '
"Tages.

“Nor has Mr. Kelley shown the kmd
of leadership either to cast.off the
remaining influences on the bureau of’;
J. Edgar Hoaover’s -half century at its-
head or to mend its morale and repu-:
, tation after the shattering disclosures
of recent years, For Mr. Carter, how- -
“ever, the resulting need to replace Mr.
Kelley poses a problem. Richard Nixon
’made a political appointment—that of
“L: Patrick Gray—to follow J. Edgar
‘Hoover, and the unfortunate- conse-:

‘siona} grounds and acceptable both to

>carelessness about the legal and con-

"F.B.I. should be & tough and effective|
" .investigative force. This is not an easy

quences should be wamxng enouah to ‘

STAT

He needs to make, thati 1;, a clearly
unparnaan choice to head the F.B.I,
'a nomin2e unchallengeable an profes~

liberals fearful” of- the- bureau’s past.

-stitutional rights of individuals and to
those rightfully concerned that the

_prescription, but what is needed is the
“kind of director who would be wanted
¢4o continue inoffice by a Republican
‘President, should one be elected in.
1980 or 1984, IR AT

v+ One man reported to be under con— =

"sideration ‘'who might meet such
requirements“is Patrick Murphy, for-
merly the Police’ Commissioner of
Washington, D.C., Detroit and New.
-York City, now the head of the Police
Foundation. Although Mr.  Murphy
served briefly in the Law Enforcement
Assistance Administration at the end
of the Johnson Administration, he is
fundamentally a police professional,
without partisan identification, who-
‘has earned the respect of liberals and
‘minority groups as well as that ot\
other pohcemen. T

:-Whether his appomtee is wn- Mur—~
phy or someone with equal qualifica-
-tions, Mr. Carter ought also to couple
his nommatxon with-legislation to es-
‘tablish a set-term of. office for the
.EB.L director. F:ve seven' or nine
_years—it would ‘not- matter too ‘much

s long as the possibility of another {
osed.
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